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ON 
Tux REVEREND Ma. AARON BURR, 


LATE PRESIDENT OF TRE ColLEGE 
oF New-JERSEY., " 


BY WILLIAM LIVINGSTON, Ezq. 


— OF COMFORT NO MAN SPEAK ! 
LET's TALK OF GRAVES, AND WORMS, AND EPITAPHS, 


MakE DUST OUR PAPER, AND WITH RAINY EYES, 
WRITE SORROW IN THE BOSOM OF THE EARTH. 


SHAKESP. 


STAT 864 CUIQUE DIES 3 BREVE, ET IRREPARABILE 
[ TEMPUS 


 OMNIBUS EST vir: SED FAMAM EXTENDERE FACTIS, 


Hoc viIRTUTIsS OPUS. 


* YORK, PanTED : 


e ; RR-AINXTED ; 6 


12 Noe. IN QUEEN-STREET, 
5 "2, 7. : pI UNtoN-STREET. - 
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T has been the laudable practice of all ages, to 
1 parpetuate the memory of their illuſtrious dead, 
either by erecting to their fame, monuments of 

the moſt durable materials; or immortalizing their 
names, in the faithful pages of hiſtory. Theſe me- 
thods, of expreſſing our eſteem, are indeed of no avail 
to the deceaſed ; but to be conſidered as grateful me- 
| morials of their ſuperior merit; and to prevent time, 
which molders away their mortal part, from obliterat- 
ing the remembrance of their virtues. They are, more- 


: * of ſingular * to wſpirg polterity with an emu- 
lation 


x; "4 ] 
lation of n ſo deſervedly honoured, and tranſ- 
mitted to,futurity with ſuch eminent marks. of diſtine- 
tion, Hence there is, perhaps, not a more uſeful 
ſtudy than that of B10GRAPHY, which preſents to our 
view the glorious patterns of .antiquity ; and while the 
amiable portraits are paſſing before our eyes, can ſcarce- 
ly fail of imprinting on our minds, ſome beautiful and 
ſtriking lineament. To ſee virtue and vice exemplified 
in real life, is inſtead of a thouſand lectures; and in- 
fuſes greater veneration and horror chan whole volumes 
of moral philoſophy. And, when finally, we — 1 
that all thoſe celebrated characters have long ſince Tab- 
mitted to the inevitable ſtroke of fate, ſuch a reflection 
will out-preach the preacher, and more effeftually then 
the boy at Pa 1L1?'s ear, remind ys of our own mgy- 
tality. But ſhall heroes and conquerors, ingroſs the 
admiration of poſterity, while the chriſtian and the pa- 
triot, lie buried i in oblivion ? Shall the fple leader gt 
martial renown, wholly exting gui the u witd--zhe 2 
tle luſtre of private worth ? 181 not the ge, rhe 10 55 
ſopher, and the f. riend, wh diffs uſed oy. ana” Hap 75 | 
neſs all around him, as worthy the Funeral Eulogy, 4 an 


thoſe We ravagers who fearter fim de and” war: . 
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and owe the blaze of their glory to the terror of their 
arms ? 


To have all the qualifications that render a man a- 
miable or great ;--to be the object of delight wherever 
one is known ;--to poſſeſs learning, genius, and ſubli- 
mity of ſoul ;--can there be born a greater bleſſing to 
the world ? 'To exert thoſe ſhining endowments for the 
benefit of mankind, and employ a great and elevated 
ſpirit, only in doing great and diffuſive good.---Can a 
nobler uſe be made of the happieſt talents ? Amidſt 
ſuch ſtriking colours, in ſo degenerate an age, who 
can miſtake the picture of the excellent deceaſed, whoſe 


. 
memory theſe pages are intended to celebrate ? 


Can you image to yourſelf, a perſon modeſt in 
proſperity, prudent in difficulty, in buſineſs indefati- 
gable, magnanimous in danger, eaſy in his manners 
of Nute judgment, of profound learning, catholic 
in ſentiment, of the pureſt morals, and great eyen in 
the minuteſt things. —Can you image ſo accompliſned 
2 perſon, without 8 e idea * the late | 
Fxrzibzur Bunk? 


WI K- 


67) 

WAETHER we conſider him in a private, or public 
view, he is ſtill equally ſtriking, equally diſtinguiſhed ; 
and, without exaggerated expreſſion, ſomething ſur- 
paſſing the ordinary bounds of human nature. 


Few were more perfect in the art of rendering them- 
ſelves agreeable in company. Twas in thoſe ſocial 
moments, when frequently the human mind lies all 
open and ungarded, that he blended improvement with 
delight and happily tempered the ſerious with, the 
gay. His knowledge of men unfolded to him all the 
avenues to the heart, which he could variouſly affect 
*with wonderful dexterity. Nothing is more difficult, 
than to pleaſe in converſation, without betraying a de- 
ſign to pleaſe, which never fails to diſguſt. Pride can- 
not bear to be diverted by a companion, who, under the 
diſguiſe of entertaining others, appears intent on ſecur- 
ing his own. applauſe, Hence good nature and modeſty, 
with a ſlender ſhare of. ingenuity and reading, generally | 
carry the palm againſt. wit and. erudition, attended with 
oftentation and parade. Of this ſo ſenſible. Was the 
PRESID ENT, that unleſs t the ſubje& required it, no one 
wt Y ' would 
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would haye ſuſpected his learning; and when it did, 
every one was aſtoniſhed how a perſon ſo immerſed in | 
books, had acquired ſo large a ſhare of eaſe in converſe, 
and freedom of behaviour. But in him every thing 
was agreeable, becauſe eyery thing was natural : and 
he had the ſecret to be intimately familiar, without de- 
grading the dignity of his function. As he had not ſtu- 
died the philoſophers, without ſacrificing to the graces ; 
ſo neither in the ſallies of humour, did he ever forget 
the character of a DIVIX E. In a word, his open 
benevolent and undiſſembling heart, inſpired all around 
him with innocent chearfulneſs ; and made every one 
who knew him, court his engaging ſociety. 
In his FRIENDSHIPS how warm! how ſincere |! 
how refined and diſintereſted ! Power, with her mighty 
arm, may extort a reluctant ſubmiſſien : Wealth, with 
her golden lure, may attract the obſequious leyee : 
; Honour, with its ſurrounding blaze, may dazzle the 
4 wondering multiriide : And eloquence, with her en- 
: chanting voice , bewitch the tranſ] ported audience, But 
. neither power, with her Way 2 arm + nor wealth, with 
her golden” hire®7" nor honour, with its ſurrounding 
e blaze 3 


[8 ] 
blaze ; nor eloquence with her inchanting yoice, can 
fix a ſingle heart, or procure a cordial friend, 


THro? a perſon of a ſlender and delicate make, to 
encounter fatigue he had a heart of ſteel ; and for the 
diſpatch of buſineſs, the moſt amazing talents, joined 
to a conſtancy of mind, that induced ſucceſs in ſpite 
of every obſtacle. As long as an enterprize appeared 
not abſolutely impoſſible, he knew no diſcouragement ; 
but in proportion to its difficulty, augmented his dili- 
gence : and by an inſuperable fortitude, frequently 
accompliſhed, what his friends and acquaintance con- 
ceived utterly impracticable. To his unparallePd aſſi- 
duity, next to the divine bleſſing, is doubtleſs to be aſ- 
cribed the preſent flouriſhing ſtate of the coLLEGE 
of NEW-JERSEY ; which, from a meer private under- 
taking, is in a few years, become the joy of its friends, 
and the admiration and envy of its enemies. 


* 


He was life and activity itſelf ; and tho? ous off in 
the bloom and vigour of his years, attained, with re- 
ſpe& to his public utility, the remoteſt period of old 

d j N . ; age · 
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1 
age. His every year was replete with good works; 
and while others cou'd here and there boaſt a ſhining 
action, like a ſcattered ſtar in the vaſt expanſe of hea- 


ven, his LIF E, like the milky way, was one continued 
univerſal glow, 


Ix the ſacred ſcriptures, he was a perfect AroLLos, 
Theſe were his conſtant ſtudy, the ſubje& of his daily 
meditation: From theſe, he extracted his divinity : 
From theſe, the maxims of his conduct: and by theſe, 
was made wiſe unto ſalvation. 


Hrs izr eclipſed all his other accompliſhments, 
He was ſteady in his faith; unfluctuating in principle; 
ardent i in deyotion ; deaf to temptation ; open to the 
motions of grace; without pride; without oſtentation; 
full of 60D ; evacuated of ſelf; having his converſa- 
tion in heaven ; ſeeing thro? the yeil of mortality, the 
high deſtiny of man; breathing a ſpiritual life ; and of- 
_—_ erer en. of args 0 | priſe 
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I MENT1ON not his private CHARITY and ALMs. 
I fay nothing of his PRAYERS, his FASTINGS and 
his waATCHINGs. I pals by all thoſe virtues, which 
Munn'd applauſe, and ſought obſcurity and retirement. 
"Theſe were only to be obſerved by that all-penetrating 
eye, which peryades immenſity ; and to be noticed by 
that omniſcient judge, who ſeeth in ſecret, but will re- 
ward before the grand conſiſtory of angels and men. 


However ſteady to his own principles, he was 
perfectly free from every appearance of BIG Of RI. He 
prized religion as an ineſtimable jewel, whoſe real va- 
lue was neither inhanced nor diminiſhed by the caſket 


in which it is depoſited. Hence he loved and revered 


the ſincere and exemplary of eyery communion ; and 


particularly cultivated a ſtri&t correſpondence, with ſe- 
yeral of the greateſt ornaments of the chuck eſta- 


bliſhed in ENGLAND ; who, i in their turn, treated him 
with the higheſt affection and reſſ e. 
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185 he PULPIT hg ſhove ih is ma He 
way fluent, copious, ſublime and perſuaſive, | The mo- 
23 mentous 
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1 ED 
mentous truths, and awful myſteries of religion, ſo 
ſtrongly poſſeſſed his mind, that he ſpoke from the 
1 \ heart, which is the only way of ſpeaking to it. His 
q language was intelligible to the meaneſt capacity ; and 
5 above the cenſure of the greateſt genius. He was nei- 
| ther deſtitute - of the ornaments of ſtile ; nor ſo eapti- 
rated with the flowers of rhetoric, as to bury beneath 
them, the fruits of improvement, More ſollicitous to 


penetrate the heart, than to amuſe the head, he aimed 


3 at perſpicuity ; and inſtead of ſubtle ſpeculations and 
4 metaphyſical diſtinctions, inculcated the luminous and 
” uncontroverted truths of revelation. His invention was 
1 not ſo properly fruitful, as inexhauſtible; and his elo- 


cution equal to his ideas. Out of the well-ſtor'd trea- 


bar ſure of his mind, he produced things new and old ; 
while his human literature, like an obſequious 1 
maid, was ever ready to ſet off and embelliſh her miſ- 
treſs DIVINITY. He was none of thoſe © downy 

« doftors,” who booth their hearers into deluſive hopes 
of the dine acceptance or ſubſſitute external morality, 

in the room of yital godlineſs : On the contrary, he 
ſcorned to proclaim the peace of Gop, till the rebel 


tad, down his arms, and returned to his allegiance, He 
as 


15 
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was an ambaſſador that, 3 inviolably to his in- 


ſtructions; nor ever acceded to a treaty, that would not 
be ratified in the court of heaven. He ſearched the 
conſcience with the terrors of the law, before he eſſua- 
ged its an guiſh with the balm of Gilead, or preſcribed 
the ſweet emollients of a bleeding deity. He acted, 


in ſhort, like one not intruſted with the lives and for- | 


tunes, but the everlaſting intereſts of his fellow-mortals . 
and therefore made it his buſineſs to adyance the divine 
life, and reſtore the beautiful image of 60D, disfigured 
by the apoſtacy of man---to repreſent religion as the 
offspring of light, and the parent of liberty and ſelf- 
dominion ;—to expoſe the ſhadowy gratifications of 
pomp and power, and recommend the ſuperior exalted 
pleaſures of a conſtant intercourſe with the father of 
ſpirits, the fountain of life, and light and love :—to call 
our wandering thoughts from the ſyren allurements of 
the world and the fleſh, and dire& them to the ſupreme 
magnet of ſouls, the center and origin of beatitude and 
perfection; to enlighten the underſtanding; to reform 


the judgment; to W che paſſions, and * reblify 
the will, 
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Wu he preached in the pulpit, he lived out of 
is," His L ITE and EXAMPLE were a comment on his 
ſermons : and by his engaging deportment, he render- 
ed the amiable character of a chriſtian ſtill more attrac- 


tive and loyely. In many, religion appears awkwatd . 


and diſguſtful : In ſome, more agreeable and becom- 


ing ; in others, charming and ornamental ; but in him 


ſhe ſeemed to have erected her throne, and as it were 
doubled the beams of her majeſty. 


Tax PASTORAL FUNCTION he diſcharged with 
equal fidelity and ſucceſs, To examine into the con- 


dition of his flock ;—to watch againſt eſſential errors 3 


to inſtruct the ignorant to reviye the diſcenſolate ; 
to animate the penitent to reclaim the relapfing ;— 
to confirm the irreſolute ;—to humble the arrogant,and 
reprove the contumacious and immoral, were his con- 
ſtant and moſt delightful employments. 


Fon PUBLICK SFIRT?, and the love of his coun» 
wy, who ever ſarpaſſed this reyerend patriot ? Amidſt 
«ll the cares of his academical function, he thought, and 


* Tir D a ſtudied, a 


* 
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ſtudied, and plan'd, and toibd, for the common weal. 

He had a high ſenſe of engliſh liberty; and deteſted 
deſpotic power, as the bane of human happineſs. 
With him the hereſy of Axlus was not more fatal to, 
the purity of the goſpel, than the poſitions of FiLMar, 

10 the dignity of man, or the repofe of ſtates. Of our 
excellent conſtitution he entertained the juſteſt idea; 
and gloried-in the privileges of a Briton, as much as he 
Jamented their proſtitution and abuſe. If any thing 
ever ruffled the ſerenity of his mind, beſides the pre- 
yalence of vice, it was the adverſe fortune and diſaſ- 
trous ſituation of his country. His compaſſionate bo- 
ſom daily agonized, for the families bleeding by the 
ſword of the wilderneſs ; or captivated by ruthleſs un- 
relenting ſavages. His MAIESTx's arms unſucceſsful, 
and thoſe of the enemy victorious, fired him with a ge- 
nerous reſentment ; and made him rouſe his fellow- 
ſubjects, to efface the memory of our former miſcarri- 
ages; and avenge the righteous quarrel of the 1 BE ST 


OF KINGs, How did he lament, that BRITAIN, the 


mother of heroes, the ſchool of patriots: and warriors, 
the land of frugality and virtue, the native ſoil "of lis 
barty, that light of 2 and force of human bhis 
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q that BxTTAIN, which humbled the oppreſſors of the 
l earth ; and bade her navies carry her name in terror 
round the world, ſhould at length degenerate into the 
ſhameful ſeat of venality and corruption ; become the 
nurſe of effeminacy, voluptuouſneſs, and riot; the vile 
receptacle of impurity, ſloth and dejection; and ſo ig- 
nominiouſly forget her primitive martial proweſs, as to 
brook the inſults of a people, formerly trembling at 
her name; and for every indignity, feeling the ven- 
geance of her arms! 


#: > * 
— * 


; In. propagating the goſpel among the heathen na- 
tives, how aſſiduous a CORRESPONDENT of the 5CoTCH 
3$OCIETY ! He thought no labour, no difficulty too 
great, in the proſecution of ſo important an enterprize. 
An enterprize, moſt benevolently calculated, to illu- 
minate the gloomy wilderneſs with the beams ef evan- 
gelical truth; and proclaim the reſurrection and the 
life,to. ole vdo ſat in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death! 
By the ſmiles of heaven, on the pious endeayours of 
chat VENERABLE BODY; and the zealous activity of 
ſome of their miſſionaries, many are undoubt- 
ey converted from pa ganiſm to chriſtianity; 7 and 


from | 
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from che error of their ways, to the LIVING GOD, 


How illuſtrious an atchieyement, to lead the worſhip. 


pers of deceaſed heroes and infernal ſpirits, to the 


knowledge of the UNIVERSAL CREATOR AND FA» 


THER OF ALL ! To transform rocks and mountains, 
till then the pagods of ſuperſtition and prolytheiſm, in- 
to ſo many Bethels to the LORD oF HosTs To 
render the howling deſart, hitherto reſounding with 
idolatrous orgies, divinely vocal with the. praiſes of 
GOD, and his anointed MESSIAH | — To prepare, in 
fine, the obdurate heart of barbariſm for the influences 
of the HOLY GHosT ; and repleniſh the huts of ſava- 
ges with the diſciples of jesvs! 


| Wirn what dignity and reputation, did he ſuſtain 
the office of PRESIDENT ! Senſible how important to 
the public, and thro? the whole thread of our exiſtence, 
is the early culture of the human mind, be canſidered 
himſelf, with the painter of old, as deſigning for e- 
ternity. He had the moſt engaging methad c of f inſtruc- 


tion; nor inferior to the extent of his capacity, was his 
| Facility in communicating, No man had a a ppier g. 
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lent of expreſſing his ſentiments ; or calling latent truth 
from her dark and profound receſſes. No man more 
capable of opening the mental ſoil, to the kindly rays 
of ſcience ; or improving its fertility, with the gentle 
dews of expoſition and comment. Inſtead of turning 
any branch of learning, into inexplicable myſtery, the 
common pride of pedagogues, he ſet the moſt intricate 
points in the cleareſt light, and ſtripp'd off all the ſcho- 


laſtic clonds, that obſcured the ſimple majeſty of 
knowledge, 


Nox did he negle& any opportunity of imbuing 
the minds of his ppILSs with the ſeeds of vixrux, 
at the ſame time that he inriched them, with the trea- 
ſures of learning. And, indeed, if a pagan mythologiſt 
could obſerve, that to treat of the world, without ſay- 
ing any thing of its author, would be impious, what 
wonder that this divine philoſopher, in explaining the 
appearances of the uniyerſe, ſhould trace the bright and 


conſpicuous footſteps of the deity, thro? every part of 
the magnificent ſyſtem of nature! What wonder, that 
he perpetually raiſed their thoughts, to the inviſible 


E things 


[93 
rhings of cop, from the viſible wonders of his power ; 
from the beautiful and ſtupendous fabric of the world, 
to the infinite all-goyerning Ax cHITECT ; and from 


the ſcatter'd rays to the IMMENSE OCEAN OF 
21cuT | 


Wirz the ſame eaſe, he ſecured the obedience and 
the loye of the ſtudents. He had the art of leading 


the will by inviſible chains; and“ making reaſon, no 


«« leſs prevalent than authority,” Who, like him, 
could puniſh an offence, not only without the reſent- 
ment, but with the approbation of the delinquent ? 
Speak ye, who beſt can tell, ye ſons of the prophets, 
who experienced his affection; nor ever heard him pro- 
nounce puniſhment, without obſerying the trickling 
tear, and the reluctant heart? Surely, never will his 
idea be blotted from your memories; but in your 
walks, in your ſtudies, in your meditations and amtiſe- 
ments, you will ſee him, hear him, accoſt him, ad- 
mire and deplore him. With him, doubtleſs had the 
' MUSEs deſerted their recent abode; and s CXEN OE tale 
ted in her inexplicated volumes, had net tie ſame all- 
gracious hand, which 'remoyed one preſident, inſtanthy 
BT”, 7 pointed 


8 
Pointed out another: Perhaps the only one, capable 


of making us forget (could ſuch a calamity be ever for- 
gotten) the loſs of his predeceſſor. 


War EVER diſguiſe the hypocrite may aſſume at 


the approach of death, diſſimulation drops her maſk. 


When men have but a moment to liye, it is no longer 


their intereſt to wear a vzard. In this preciſe view, 


let us therefore contemplate our illuſtrious friend. 


Than a DYING CHRISTIAN, the whole compaſs of 
nature affords not an object of more dignity, aſtoniſh- 


ment or grandeur, Come, ye miniſters of the Lox, 
behold a ſpectacle, even to you, of fruitful inſtruction. 


Behold the triumphs of grace, is the diſſolution of na- 
ture! What patience, what reſignation, what lively 
x [ops and divine affiance ! See the king of terrors diſ- 


Jof his ſting ; and vanquiſh'd in the very act of 


1 ! Behold heaven commencing on earth; 

band, faith triumphant over pain, diſeaſe, and mortality! 
Wrapt in the thoughts of immortal life, he appears 
great exen in the midſt of diſtreſs ; and ſuffers with all 
the majeſty of woe. How auguſt in ruin! How im- 
nee ee the rock of ages! What peace paſſing 
einigt underſtand 


* 
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underſtanding! What joy, what ineffable joy, in the 
HOLY GHosT! “ O death, where is thy ſting! O 
« grave, where is thy victory? 


Bur what heart can conceive, what tongue can ut- 
ter the anguiſh of his cox so? Alas! madam, that 
ſo bright a ſun ſhou'd decline ſo ſoon; and with it, 
your every joy and every comfort! An awful leſſon, 
againſt building our happineſs, except on the foundati- 
on of eternity. But why the unavailing tear, or fruit- 
leſs lamentation ? He is indeed a priſoner to the grave, 
but he is a priſoner of hope, Since the omnipotent 
captain of his ſalvation has ſubdued the laſt enemy, 
' diſpoiled principalities and powers, and led captivity 
<aptive, the blaſts of death cannot deſtroy the buds of 
his virtue. Theſe are tranſported to the paradiſe of 
60D, there to grow, and ſpread, and flouriſh, with un- 
withering and. ever-blooming verdure. Y Tis death 
alone, that affords a harbour, to all that embark on the 

' fea of this tempeſtuous life. But with him, the ſtorms 
chat vex this turbulent ocean are blown over, and will 
moleſt no more, He has finiſhed the perillous voyage; 


t * ] 
and enjoys a ſecure anchorage in the calm hayen of 
eternal reſt, He is where eyen you,madam, could not 
improve his happineſs. He is—and what a cruel kind- 
neſs to regret his lot !—he is © removed from all pain, 
*« reſoly'd of all doubt, purified from all fin, delivered 
from all fear,” and happy beyond hope, or the power 
of time and viciſſitude. Ceaſe then to weep an angel, 
whom you loy'd a man. Rather improve the alarming 
providence, and take ſanctuary in the conſolations of 
religion; and then, *tis the voice of infallibility, thy 
« maker will be thy husband.“ Thus will inſtruction 
ſpring from his very relicks; and wiſdom, the beſt of 
wiſdom, bloſſom on his ſepulchre. 


Bur what an unexpected ſtroke, and how univerſal - 
ly deplored ! See, how the churches put on their ſa- 
bles, and mourn like a diſconſolate widow ! Where 
is che unflowing eye, or the unſorrowing breaſt ? O 
admirable man l friend! father! husband $ ſcholar 
ard divine! and worthy a longer life, was the preſent - 
life of any ether value; than to ripen us for the next. 
But great and marvellous are dry works, LoxD GOD 
0. ALMIGHTY ! juſt and true are thy ways, chou kNG 
An FP « of 
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« of SNN rs.“ At ſo dreadful a blow, and fo glori- 
ous a change, who can weep, or who refrain from 
weeping ? But will they not be guilty tears, that be- 
moan the bleſt tranſition, from this vale of humiliation 
and ſorrow, to the ſummit of immarceſſible honour and 
joy? We may indeed lament ourſelves, our country, 
and menkind, as bereft of a friend; and the church of 
her ornament and boaſt: But we ſhould rejoice, that 
he has bequeathed us the ineſtimable legacy of his vir- 
tues; and that, © bleſſed are the dead -who die in the 
« LORD.” Tnſtead of effeminate wailings, let us there- 
fore adorn his memory, by adopting his excellencies;; 3 
and while nature drops the inevitable tear, let reaſon 
and religion crown his tomb with triumphant laurels, © 
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Merunexs 7 ee kim Frey from -h$opriſon; 
and regaining his native flies! Lift up ear, 1 hangs; . 
„O ye gates! and 'be ye lifted: up, de. eln 
doors I chat an hëir of ghory ha eme 
hold him, approw'd hy che righteeds/ judias; og 
his rank ameng thoſe « —— + wo 3 
«« thro? Faith -and ene inherit e * 
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Mark, how the reverend choir, who here below fe erv'd 


at the altar, cluſter about him ; and hail his admittance 
into that city, © which needeth neither ſun nor moon, 
but is illuminated with the 6Loxy or G0D, and 
« the LIGHT. OF THE LAMB.” But, who is RE! 


that with ſuperior fondneſs, congratulates thy arrival 


on the coaſt of bliſs ? Tis that BEST OF FRIENDS, 
who left thee only time to perform his obſequies ; and g 
pay thy laſt—laſt duty to his memory, before ye were 


to meet never — neter more to be parted, 


* His excellency the late governor BELCHER, whoſe fune- 
ral ſermon he preached but a few days before. his own death, 
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